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Back to School 

                                                         by Marian Stearns Curry 

 

Oh, I am so excited for September’s come again; 

I’m always glad, no matter how much fun the summer’s been. 

My books are new, my pencils, too-my lunch is in my box, 

It’s such a lark to join my friends and go to school in flocks. 

My hair is combed, my face is clean, just hear that school bell ring! 

Vacation’s gone, but I don’t care—I’m happy as anything! 
 

 

 

Dear HES families, 

 

It’s hard to believe that August is here and the school year is right around the corner.  I hope 

this newsletter finds you relaxing with family and friends as you enjoy the last few weeks of 

summer.  

 

As your new principal, I feel so honored and excited to be a part of such a dedicated community 

and I can’t wait to meet you.  The faculty and staff are eagerly awaiting the arrival of our new 

second graders as well as our returning students.  The building is in fabulous condition as our 

custodial staff has been working tirelessly to prepare for opening day on  September 3rd.   

 

During this summer vacation, we hope that your children  have been  reading wonderful  

books and practicing their basic number facts so we can hit the ground running in September.  

Mrs. O’Hara and I have seen plenty of bright smiles during the Summer Play School, which 

was held in our building, and we are excited about what lies ahead for our  students at HES.   

 

We are optimistic that you will feel energized by the changes of a new class of students,  

a new grade level, or for some of us, a new school.  Our school year  begins with fresh ideas, 

exhilarating plans and a great anticipation for increased academic  rigor.   

 

The entire staff at HES is confident that this coming year will be filled with rich and  

rewarding experiences.  Enjoy the remainder of summer, and I look forward to seeing you in 

September. 

 

With warm anticipation, 

Mr. Christopher Uccellini, Principal 



I. FIRST  DAY  PROCEDURES 
 

 A. School begins on Thursday, September 3, 2015. 

 

 B.   Placement information will be mailed during the last week in August. 

 

 C.  Children will assemble on the playing fields behind the school beginning at 8:05 AM.  The teachers will 

  be there to greet the children and to escort them to their classrooms.  For the first few days of school, 

  PTA volunteers will escort bus children from the bus to their classes.  In case of rain on the first day, 

  grades 2 and 3 will report to the gym and grades 4 and 5 will report to the auditorium.  Lunch will be          

        served on the first day.  

 

 D. Please do not bring supplies to school before September 3, 2015 .  Please be assured that it is not  

  necessary to have the supplies here before opening day.  In an effort to make the children responsible for  

  bringing in their supplies, while recognizing that it may be too much to carry on the first day, we  

  recommend that you send a few items each day during the first week. 

 

II.   ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
 

 A. 1.  All students enter the building at 8:05 AM using the entrance on Herkimer Street or the main  

   entrance on Broadway. The Herkimer Street entrance is for children who arrive and leave by car  

   or bus. It is also used by children who walk coming from the direction behind the school. 

   The Broadway entrance is for walkers only, primarily those who live in the direction of  

   Rockaway Avenue or south of Broadway or west of Broadway.  

 

  2. Teacher aides and assistants  supervise arrival and dismissal at the Herkimer Street  and Broadway 

   entrances/exits from 7:50 to 8:30 AM and 2:30 to 2:45 PM.  There will be NO supervision before 

   7:50 AM, so please do not leave your child unattended. 

 

   Crossing guards supervise the crosswalks at the following intersections; 

  

    1. Peninsula Blvd. and Stevenson Road 

    2. Herkimer Street and Kew Avenue,  

    3.   Broadway and Stevenson Road  

    4.  Broadway directly in front of the school  

 

  3.  We have a shared responsibility for the safety of our children.  Do not double park around school 

   grounds because you will be obstructing visibility and creating hazardous conditions for our children. 

   Children should enter and exit vehicles only from the curbside of the vehicle. Between  the hours of 

   7:50 - 8:30 AM and 2:20 - 2:45 PM when the traffic volume is highest, please do not make a left turn 

   from Herkimer onto Broadway. This is for everyone's safety. 

 

  4.   Should you require an earlier drop-off time, please contact Five Towns Community Center, Inc. at 

   239-6244 Ext. 241.They provide a Before School Program from 7:00-8:05 AM as well as an After 

   School Program from dismissal -6:00 PM. Both programs are supervised by the Five Towns  

   Community Center staff in our school cafeteria. Breakfast will not be served at the Before School 

   Program. If you need to call the After School Program directly, please call 792-4573. 

  

  5.  Classroom instruction begins at 8:30 AM. Students are considered late when they arrive in their  

   classroom after 8:20. 

 

  6.  Dismissal takes place by 2:30 PM.  If you are picking up your child on Herkimer or Broadway, we 

   recommend that you be outside waiting by 2:20 PM. 

 

** New Dismissal Procedure for 2015-2016:  2nd Grade Students will be dismissed from the Herkimer 

street exit  (both walkers and students taking the bus).  As safety is always our primary concern,  

2nd grade students will no longer be dismissed at the Broadway exit. 

   

 B.   Fourth and Fifth grade students entering the building for early morning band, orchestra and chorus  

  practice must enter at the Herkimer Street entrance at 7:40 AM. The music teachers will escort and  

  supervise them as they go to their music rooms. Please review the letter from Kevin Bayen, District  

  Director of Music regarding early morning practice, which is distributed to students in September.  

  Do not drop children off before 7:40 AM. 

 



III. CHILDREN WHO RIDE THE BUS 

 

 A. Bus passes issued by the Transportation Office will indicate the time and place of pick-up and drop-

  off.  Review  the School Handbook and the Bus Safety Regulations with your child containing the  

  regulations to ensure each child’s safety and well-being when riding the bus. 

 

 B. Only children with bus passes may receive bus service. Pupils must take their assigned bus only and 

  may not transfer to another bus nor get off at another stop. 

 

 C.   Teacher aides and assistants supervise children as they proceed from the buses to enter the building. 

      

 D.   Bus seats will be assigned to all children which they will be required to use coming to and going from 

  school. 

  

 E.   At dismissal, bus children will be supervised by their teachers as they walk to their buses. 

 

 F.   To ensure your child’s safety, no child will be released to anyone from the bus line. Should you wish 

  to take your child  off the bus, a written note should be sent to the teacher or telephone call must  

         be received in the school office in the morning.  

   

 G. Any questions about transportation should be directed to Mr. Michael Sgambati at 792-4814. 

 

IV.  LATENESS 
 

 A.  Students are expected to arrive to school on time. Students are considered “late” if they arrive after  

  the late bell rings at 8:20. 
 

 B.  After 8:30 the Herkimer Street entrance will be closed.  Students arriving after 8:30 will enter on  

  Broadway and report to the main lobby.  
 

 C.  Lateness has a disruptive effect on your child as well as the other children in the class.  Every  

  attempt  should be made to ensure prompt arrival.  In accordance with District policy, chronic  

  lateness may  warrant intervention procedures. 

 

 

V.  BUILDING  SECURITY 

 
 As per town ordinance, please obey the traffic signs posted around our building as per times indicating No 

Standing. Violators may receive a summons from the Police Department for vehicles- standing, stopping or 

parking on Broadway between the hours of 7:00 AM—9:00 AM  and 2:00 PM—4:00 PM . Visitors may  

 enter through the main entrance on Broadway ONLY.  An official photo ID must be presented at the time of 

admittance. Visitors will sign in with our automated LOBBY GUARD system. They will then be provided a 

visitor’s pass, which must be worn at all times while visiting the building. Frequent visitors to the school can 

be registered in the LOBBY GUARD system to expedite this process.    

  
 VI.  PARKING  LOT 

      
 A.   The parking lot is off limits to children at all times, whether students are walking to school accompanied 

  by a parent or not.  Pedestrians must use the concrete walkways around the school and not cross the  

  parking lot. Please understand that if children cross the parking lot with their parent, they may  

  mistakenly think they can cross by themselves.  By doing so, they endanger themselves, as cars are in  

  motion in this area.  Parents bringing children to the Before School Program should park on Herkimer and 

  walk their children to the cafeteria. 

 

 B.   The school parking lot is reserved for members of the staff ONLY.  

 

 



 

VII.  LUNCH 
 
 A. All children eat lunch in the school cafeteria.  A hot lunch can be purchased in the cafeteria or lunch may 

  be brought from home.  A monthly menu is provided.  Snacks to supplement a lunch brought from home 

  are also sold in the cafeteria.  In the event a child forgets his or her lunch money, s/he can get a charge 

  to purchase a complete lunch. The charge must be paid back the next day.  If you would like to prepay 

  on a monthly basis, please send a check to school with your child payable to Hewlett Elementary  

  Cafeteria. If you have any questions regarding the lunch program, please call Michelle Rosenthal,  

  Director of Cafeteria Services at 792-4018. 

 

 B.  Parents must notify the school nurse and classroom teacher if their child has any food allergies.   

 

 C.   Students not ordering lunch from our cafeteria  are expected to arrive at school with their lunches.  

  We strongly discourage parents from dropping off lunch during classroom instruction time, as this  

  seriously disrupts student learning. 

 
 D.  Permission to leave school grounds with their parent at lunchtime may be granted when a parental  

  note is sent in with the student that morning the classroom teacher each time a request is made. 

  Please do not bring fast food lunches and beverages back to school. 

  

 E.   During winter months when the weather is dry and clear, children will play outdoors during recess.   

  Be sure that your  child is properly dressed for cold weather and for snow. 

 
 F.   Each class is given a specific table assignment.  Eating time in the cafeteria is 25 minutes. Should more 

  than 25 minutes be required to eat, children will move to a designated table to finish their lunch. 

 

The following items will also be on the menu: peanut butter and jelly sandwich, cheese sandwich or chef’s salad . 

Lunch costs $2.70. Snacks, drinks, and ice cream are also available to all students who may wish to  

purchase.  

      GRADE 2  

11:00-11:25   Cafeteria 

11:25-11:50   Recess 

 

Ms. DePalma 

Ms. Hamer 

Ms. Hoffman 

Ms. Ward/ 

Ms. Wamboldt 

Ms. Wohlmacher 

 

 GRADE 3 

11:00-11:25   Recess 

11:25-11:50   Cafeteria 

 

Ms. Beatty 

Ms. Bialt 

Ms. Francis 

Ms. Harrington 

Mr. Johnson 

Ms. Wise/ 

Ms. Bitetto 

 GRADE 4 

12:05-12:30  Recess 

12:30-12:55  Cafeteria 

 

Ms. Blackburn 

Ms. Drennan 

Ms. Kufta/Ms. Hall 

Ms. McConnell 

Ms. Weiss 

Ms. Green 

 

 GRADE 5 

12:05-12:30  Cafeteria 

12:30-12:55  Recess 

 

Ms. Gallagher 

Ms. Guglielmi 

Ms. Hargreaves/ 

Ms. Drossman 

Ms. Kreisberg 

Ms. Maltz 

LUNCH MENU  
SEPTEMBER 2015                             

 

1 
 

STAFF REPORTS 
No School  

for Students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 

STAFF REPORTS 
No School  

for Students 

3 

CHICKEN NUGGETS 
W/ WHOLE WHEAT 
FRENCH BREAD or 
TUNA SANDWICH 

 
MASHED POTATOES 
AND/OR GARLICKY 

GREEN BEANS 
 

 FRESH APPLE, 
STRAWBERRY BANA-
NA APPLESAUCE CUP 
OR 100% FRUIT JUICE 

 

CHOICE OF MILK    

4 

FRENCH BREAD 
PIZZA or TUNA 

SANDWICH 
 

CHICK PEA SALAD 
And /or ROMAINE 

LETTUCE CUP 
 

FRESH ORANGE 
SLICES, CHILLED 

PEACHES or 
100% FRUIT JUICE 

 
CHOICE OF MILK  

 



   

VIII.     ABSENTEES 
 

 A.  Your child should remain at home rather than come to school when s/he is feeling sick. Illness involving 

  communicable disease should be reported immediately to the school nurse. 

 

 B.  Call the school between 7:40 and 8:15 AM at 792-4510 to inform the nurse of your child’s absence.  If no 

  call is received, your home will be called between 9:30 and 10:30 AM. If you cannot be reached, an  

  emergency number will be called next. 

 

 C.  An absence note is required upon your child’s return to school following a period of illness even though  

  the school calls to verify the absence. 

 

 D.  Homework may be requested after two consecutive days of absence.  Request for homework should be 

  called in to the office on the third day of absence. 

 

 E.  Should the absence be an extended one, home instruction can be provided immediately.  Forms for service 

  can be obtained from the office and must be filled out by the parent and the attending physician. 

 

IX.  SCHOOL  NURSE     
 

 Our school nurse, Bonnie Rashbaum, can be reached at 792-4510.  She administers first aid should a child feel 

 sick or get hurt in school.  In the event of an accident, the nurse will call to speak with you after administering 

 emergency first aid.  Should a child require medication during the school day, a doctor’s note is required along 

 with parental permission.  If your child is wearing a sling, cast, or brace to school s/he must see the school 

 nurse. During the first week of school the nurse will check every student for lice.  If you choose to deny  

 permission, notification must be provided on the first day of school. 

 

X.    APPOINTMENTS 
 

 A.  If you wish to confer with your child’s teacher, call the school office, 792-4500 or write a note to the 

  teacher. 

 B.  Should a problem arise, school policy requires that you speak with the teacher first.  If there is a need to 

  confer with the Principal, the appointment will be scheduled after an initial meeting with your child’s 

  teacher. 

 C.  Please do not attempt to go to the classrooms without an appointment with the teacher.  Please adhere to 

  this  request so that we can provide uninterrupted instruction throughout the day. 

 

XI.  HOMEWORK 
 

 A. Homework assignments depend upon grade level and vary as to the amount of time required for  

  completion. 

 B.   Homework should not exceed 30 minutes at grades two and three; 45 minutes at grade four and five. 

 C.  Homework is usually assigned nightly to reinforce classroom instruction and to enable students to  

  complete unfinished classroom work.  Long-term projects are assigned which require the students to  

  pace their work over an extended period. It is also important that parents monitor that their child’s  

  assignments are completed on time.   

 D.   Children are encouraged to develop good reading habits by reading every night in addition to assigned 

  homework. The recommended number of minutes for daily reading at home for each grade level is  

  provided in the student/parent handbook in the homework section. 

 

XII.  DAILY ASSIGNMENT BOOK 

  

 The PTA has made available a daily assignment book for students in grades 3, 4 and 5, which features a theme 

 that will support character development and respect.  If you would like to buy one for your child, on the first 

 day of school, send $5.00 in cash only with your child’s name and the teacher’s name on the envelope.  

 Please note: 2nd graders do not use these assignment books. 

 

XIII.   SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS AND PERFORMANCES 
 

 Sibling presence at special classroom events is permissible when the parent makes a written request to the 

 classroom teacher prior to the event. 



XIV.     APPROPRIATE  SCHOOL  DRESS 
 

  When the weather is warm, children are encouraged to dress comfortably and appropriately for school.  They are  

  expected to wear shirts that cover their midriffs, so that their chests and backs are not exposed.  Undershirts are not  

  acceptable.  Shorts should be at a tasteful length, so that the buttocks are covered. Shoe gear should provide sufficient 

  support with secure backs.  Backless shoes can be dangerous on the stairs and should be avoided.   

 

XV.       PHYSICAL EDUCATION  POLICY 

 

  A. In order to provide the best opportunity for your child’s success and safety when performing in physical  

   education activities, the following attire is required: 

 

   1.  All children must wear sneakers (tie or velcro) but no slip-ons! Sweatpants or shorts, and comfortably fitting 

    shirts should be worn.  

 

   2.  Please do not wear dangling jewelry on scheduled days of physical education class.  
 

XVI.       COMPUTER  POLICY  
 

  Children and parents are required to sign the Acceptable Use Policy, which provides guidelines for the use of school 

  computers.  After the permission form has been signed and returned, each child will receive a user ID and password.  

  Children who do not follow these guidelines may lose the privilege of using computers in school.  

 

XVII.    INCOMING  TELEPHONE  CALLS 
 

  Should you call the school and the telephone lines are busy, your call will be received on "voice mail."  We will 

  respond as quickly as possible. 

 

XVIII.   DATES   TO   REMEMBER 

 

First  Day  of  School ..................  .. Thursday,  September 3rd 

 

Open  PTA  Meeting ...................  .. Tuesday,  September 22nd,  9:30 AM 

 

Back  to  School  Night …………..Thursday,  September 10th  

                                 Grades 4 and 5 at 7:00 PM 

                                 Grades 2 and 3 at 6:30 PM  

 

Book Chats………………………..Wednesday, Friday September 16th and 18th  

 

Book  Fair......................................  Wednesday through Friday,  October 7th  -9th   

   

PTA Evening Meeting.................... Tuesday,  October 20th,  7:00 PM 

 

S.T.E.A.M. Night…………………Thursday, January 28th, 6:30 PM 

 

Superintendent’s Conference Day.  Friday, March 4th  (no school for students)  

                                     

Parent Teacher  Conferences…….. Thursday,  December 10th (afternoon)                                  

                                 Friday,  December 11th  (no school  for students)  

                                 Friday, March 18th (no school  for students)     

                                                         Tuesday, March 22nd (afternoon)                                              

                                                   
Holiday  Recess...............................December  24th - January 1st  

Winter  Recess.................................February  15th - February 19th 

Easter  Recess .................................March 24th & March 25th 

Passover Recess  ........................  .. April 25th - April 29th  

 

XIX.       CHANGES  IN ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE  
 

A student who moves out of the district after April 1st, may be allowed to complete the school year.  If a student moves out of 

the district before April 1st, the student will be required to transfer to the new school district. Please notify the school of any 

changes to your telephone numbers - work, home or cell. 



 

XX.     SCHOOL WEBSITE:      WWW. Hewlett-Woodmere.Net 

 

  Our school website is a valuable resource in making sure upcoming events are never missed! Our Library Resources 

  section is loaded with links to assist and support students and parents.  It also provides you with access to   

  upcoming school events, announcements, PTA and Teacher pages and the Infinite Campus Parent Portal. 

    

   How to Access Infinite Campus Parent Portal  
 Infinite Campus is a confidential and secure student management system that allows authorized parents and 

guardians to view their child's School Calendar, Schedule, Attendance, New York State Test Scores, Progress 

Report, and Report Card.  

  

  *  To get started go on the HES home page 

  *  Click the Infinite Campus Icon located in the upper right corner  

      shaded in blue next to the school name.  

 *  Navigating the Campus Portal is easy. Once logged in, an index of accessible 

     information for the household as a whole is listed in the navigation pane located on the 

     left-hand side of the screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word From Our Assistant Principal 
 

 

Dear Girls and Boys, 

 

I know at the end of each school year we look forward to summer vacation.  We get excited to have some 

time off from our daily routines.  We play with friends and relax.  Sometimes we take trips or go to 

camp.  We explore. 
 

It can seem like learning stops when summer begins, but that’s not true.  We are always learning about 

our world.  This summer, Quinn, my middle daughter, is learning how to ride a bicycle.  It doesn’t  

always come easy; she falls sometimes, but she doesn’t give up.  That’s what counts.  We don’t always 

start out great at things; it’s OK to make mistakes.  That’s how we learn.  What are you learning about 

this summer? A new sport, a new dance, a new place, a new game, a new book? 
 

I can’t wait to see all of you in September and hear about all that you’ve learned this summer. 
 

We’ve all been working to prepare exciting learning experiences for you at school.  It’s  going to be a 

great year. 

 

See you soon, 

Mrs. O’Hara 

Assistant Principal 

 



SCHOOL  DIRECTORY 
Principal 

 Mr. Christopher Uccellini ...... 792-4501 

 

Assistant Principal 

 Ms. Colleen O’Hara............... 792-4520 

 

School Secretaries 

 Ms. Anna Iacono ................... 792-4530 

 Ms. Donna Jaksic…………. .. 792-4595 

 Ms. Barbara Scarantino ......... 792-4589 

 

School Nurse 

 Ms. Bonnie Rashbaum .......... 792-4510 

 

Psychologists 

 Ms. Valerie Hall .................... 792-4540 

 TBA ......  .......................... 792-4509 

  

Social Worker 

 TBA………………………….792-4508  

 

Grade  2                                                   Grade   3   

Ms. Marisa DePalma .............................................. 109 Ms. Christina Beatty.............................................. …. 110 

Ms.  Gayle Hamer.....................................................104        Ms. Celina Bialt............................................................111               

Ms.  Jennifer Hoffman.................. ..........................107     Ms. Jaime Harrington....................................................106                                                                                 

Ms.  Randi Ward/Ms. Christina Wamboldt………..112 Mr. Tommy Johnson ....................... ………………….208 

Ms. Wohlmacher (2/3)………………………….…..108 Ms. Sarah Wise/Ms. Erika Bitetto .. ………………….102 

                                                                 Ms. Meryl Yoffe……………………............................101 

                                                              Ms. Suzanne Francis…………………………….........103 

                                       

Grade  4                                                                                  Grade 5                                               

Ms. Michelle Blackburn ...... ................................... 202        Ms. Kristina Gallagher………………………………..212 

Ms. Lisa Drennan… ............ ………………………205      Ms. Lisa Guglielmi........................................................210                              

Ms. Stephanie Green (4/5)… .………...……….…...203  Ms. Lauren Hargreaves/Ms. Anne Drossman……….. .209 

Ms. Christine Kufta/Ms. Reina Hall………………204 Ms. Carole Kreisberg................................................... 207 

Ms. Mary Kate McConnell......................................201 Ms. Stephanie Maltz.................................................... 211 

Ms. Dina Weiss…………………………………... 206         

                                                                                                                                                          

    

Physical Education 

 Mr. Jesse Corben 

 Mr. Paul Marquardt 

 Ms. Kelly Padavan 

  

Special Education                      

 Ms. Erika Bitetto .......... ……....102         

 Ms. Reina Hall…….…….........204 

 Ms. Marie Wohlmacher……....108         

 Ms. Christina Wamboldt.……..112         

 Ms. Anne Drossman…….…....209         

                                                                                         

Reading Support Service                     

 Ms. Michele DePace ……...….009     

 Ms. Joan Edom  ................ …...006      

 Ms. Karen Jacobson.......... …...013c      

 Ms. Jacqueline Wachsman….. 007       

 

Math Support Service                                                                               

       Dr. Sherry Simon…………… 205A 

 

Resource Room 

 Ms. Kelly Logan ............... …... 205A 

Permanent Substitute Teachers 

  Ms. Jennifer Winn  

  TBA 

  TBA 
 

Teacher Assistants 

 TBA 

 TBA 

 TBA 
 Ms. Susan Farella 

 Ms. Christina Fuster 

 Ms. Denise Goldberg 

 Ms. Jena Murray 

 Ms. Karina Petrosini 

ESL   

Ms. Anne Rodrigues....................007 

Ms. Teresa LaPuma…………….007 

 

Occupational Therapy 

Ms. Dahlia Heber…………….....016 

                                                                                              

Physical Therapist 

Ms. Eva Durand……………………...016 

Ms. Stacy Teller……………………...016 



Custodial Staff  

 Mr. Christian Guzman 

        Mr. Howard Hewson 

 Ms. Gloria Mohedano  

 Mr. Lew Morris, Head Custodian 

 Mr. Chris Pignataro 

  

Lunchtime Teacher Aides 

 Ms. Lisa Aulet 

 Ms. Lorna Brown 

 Ms. Margaret Fierro 

 Ms. Philomena Guckian 

 Ms. Eileen Kaufman 

    Ms. Sabnam Quazi 

 Ms. Meredith Scheinwald 

 Ms. Janine Spigonardo 

 Ms. Eileen Ventimiglia 

  

Library & Media Center   

 Ms. Christine Storz,  Library Media Specialist              

                                                              

Discovery         

 Ms.  Janine Torresson                                                         
  

Art               

 Ms. Louise Edman 

          

Music               

 Mr.  Alessio Cardillo, Orchestra 

 Ms.  Lisa Coles, Band 

       Mr. Thomas Sugar, Classroom/Choral 

  

Speech/Language  

 Ms. Robin Galimidi  

 Ms. Laurie Schweitzman 

  

 

Cafeteria Staff 

 Ms. Christine Mitchell  

 Ms. Heather Moran  

 Ms. Cynthia Mowassie 

  

 

  

Teacher Aides                          

 TBA 

 TBA 

        Ms. Donna DiGiambattista 

 Ms. Lisa Holze 

 Ms. Joyce Limardo  

 Ms. Christine Mangual 

 Ms. Bernadine Marrone 

 Ms. Sharon Rossano 

 

 

The Dignity for All Students Act  

 

The goal of The Dignity for All Students Act (DASA), effective July 1, 2012, is to create a 

safe and supportive school climate where all students can learn and focus, free from discrimi-

nation or harassment.  The Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools Board of Education is com-

mitted to providing an educational environment that promotes respect, dignity, and equality.  

No student shall be subjected to harassment or discrimination based on their race, color, 

weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, disability, sexual orienta-

tion, or gender.   The Board condemns and strictly prohibits all forms of discrimination and 

harassment, including bullying, taunting, or intimidation by students and/or employees on 

school property which includes school buses, and at school functions, which means school-

sponsored, extra-curricular events or activities.  Students who have been harassed or discrim-

inated against, or parents whose children have been discriminated against or harassed, or oth-

er students who observe such behavior should inform a teacher or another adult in the school.  

An administrator in each school is designated as the Dignity Act Coordinator who will inves-

tigate any complaints which will be treated confidentially, to the extent possible.  Any act of 

retaliation against a person who opposes or reports discriminatory or harassing behavior is 

prohibited and illegal.  Any individual who violates the District policies by engaging in dis-

crimination or harassment including bullying or participating in any type of retaliation is sub-

ject to disciplinary action, up to and including permanent suspension from school.  For more 

detailed information on DASA, see Policies 0100, 0115, 5020.1, and 5300 on the District 

website.   



             SEPTEMBER IS 
 

September is 

when yellow pencils 

in brand new eraser hats 

bravely wait on perfect points- 

ready to march across miles of lines 

in empty notebooks- 

and  

September is 

when a piece of chalk 

skates across the board- 

swirling and looping- 

until it spells your new teacher's  

name. 

 

             Bobbi Katz 
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